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THE COMET |

-by Jayant Vishnu Narlikar,

The story of 'The comet I' can be divided into Section |, which revolves around
an amateur scientist named Manoj Dutta and his discovery; and Section I, which discloses
the implications of Duttada's discovered comet.

Section | of the story was about Manoj Dutta, an amateur scientist- whose life ambition was to
discover a comet. His eight-inch telescope, Dibya Chakshu, which- means 'divine eye', helped him
to achieve his lifetime ambition, though his wife, Indrani Debi, had a dislike for it. The comet was
named after him as 'Comet Dutta'. Duttada, being an introvert, did not enjoy participating in any
of the events that had been conducted to appreciate his work. His wife agreed with his opinion,
but for a different reason, as, she believed the comet would bring bad luck. Then, Duttada
convinced his wife by explaining to her about the features of a comet, that a comet would not
generally harm the Earth. But, the author gives out a clue to the readers that it was not so.
Section Il of 'The comet I' narrates a discussion between Mr. John Macpherson and Mr. James,
about the upcoming collision of Comet Dutta with the Earth and their efforts to avert it. It was
decided to publish James's article on 'Comet Dutta,' with some modifications. Most importantly,
it was decided to arrange for an international conference to find a solution to the collision of the
comet with the Earth.

~Caomaclsion~

The Comet — Part 1 teaches students that discovery of celestial events can be delightful to watch,
but can also bring in disastrous effects.along with it. Here we present the CBSE Class 8 English It
So Happened Prose Summary of The Comet — Part 1. We hope this must have helped 8th standard
students to'have a thorough understanding of the chapter.
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NCERT SOLUTIONS

Questions (Page No. 77)
(Comprehension Check - 1)

Question 1. Why does Indrani Debi dislike Duttada’s “hobnobbing” with Dibya?

Answer: Duttada was very fond of star gazing and would enjoy spending a lot of time with his
telescope “Dibya” trying to discover a comet in the night sky. Indrani Debi disliked Duttada’s
“hobnobbing” with Dibya because she thought that the telescope was like a woman who had
ensnared her husband and had grabbed all his attention.

Question 2. She is complaining and smiling. Why is she smiling?

Answer: Indrani Debi had complaints about the wretched Dibya, Duttada’s telescope ever since.
However, she would often smile it off as she knew-how utterly-oblivious her husband was of the
practical problems of living. Although his doctor had advised him to take special precautions
against the cold, he wouldn’t remember to put on a-sweater even if it was lying on his bedside
chair.

Question 3.
a. What was Duttada’s secret ambition?
b. What did he do to achieve it?
Answer:

a. Duttada was an amateur astronomer whose secret ambition was to find a comet one fine
day. To him, the telescope marked the fulfillment of the ambition of a lifetime. He was
optimistic that the professionals with their pre-assigned programmes might miss such an
insignificant thing as a comet as they would be exploring faint stars and nebulous galaxies.

b. Being an amateur astronomer, Duttada had always longed to have enough money to buy
a good telescope and enough spare time to gaze the night sky with it. He fulfilled his desire

after his retirement and bought an eight-inch long telescope which he called Dibya
Chakshu or Divine Eye. Every night, Duttada would sit with Dibya and gaze at the star-
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studded sky with the hope of discovering a comet. This is because he was confident that
the professionals might miss such an insignificant activity due to their pre-assigned space
exploration programmes.

Question 4. What is the difference between a planet and a comet, as given in the story?

Answer: According to the story, comets are new objects that come from-the remote corners of
the Solar System. Like planets, comets also orbit round the Sun but their orbits are highly
eccentric. Hence, once in a while a comet comes closer to the Sun. A comet has a longish tail that
is lit brilliantly by the sunlight and then suddenly it recedes into darkness not to be seen again
for years or for centuries.

Question 5. Why was Duttada hopeful that he would discover a new comet soon?

Answer: Duttada was hopeful that he would discover'a new comet soon because he was aware
that the professionals were extremely busy with their pre-assigned programmes while exploring
faint stars and nebulous galaxies. In this process, they are mostly likely to miss such an
insignificant thing as a comet since they might not expect to see it anyway. As a matter of fact,
amateurs had often discovered new comets which the professionals had mostly missed.

Question 6. Why does Duttada say — “I almost wish | had not discovered this comet.”?

llI

Answer: While returning from one such ceremony Duttada muttered to himself in disgust,
almost wish | had not discovered this comet.” This is because the discovery of a new comet by
Duttada brought in unwelcome publicity to him. There were numerous receptions and functions
to attend. He was an introvert person and all these publicity stunts were not of his liking.

Question 7. Why is his wife unhappy about the discovery?
Answer: Duttada’s wife, Indrani Debi was unhappy about the discovery because she thought that

comets bring ill-luck or cause unnatural calamities to Earth. Moreover, she was concerned that a
good man like Duttada should not have been associated with the discovery of a comet.

Questions (Page No. 80)
(Comprehension Check - 1l)

Question 1. How did Sir John get hold of James’ original manuscript?
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Answer: James’ original manuscript was published in the paper Nature. Sir John got hold of it
from Mr. Taylor who was the editor of Nature and was also his friend.

Question 2. What is the important point the paper makes?

Answer: The important point that the paper makes is that Comet Dutta is likely to collide with
planet Earth soon.

Question 3. Why does Sir John say that James’ paper should not be published?

Answer: Sir John told that James’ paper should not be published because he was fearful that the
dreadful news of the inevitable collision of the comet with'Earth might cause a lot of panic around
the world.

Question 4. What do the two men finally decide to do?

Answer: The two men finally decide to organize an important secret conference of international
experts to chalk out a plan to avert this impending calamity.
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